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SUBJ: NATIONAL UNITY-STILL NOT A PRAIRIE PREOCCUPATION 

REP: OTTAWA 5944 

1 . SUMMARY. EVEN WITH LAUNCHING OF NATIONAL UNITY DEBATE IN 
PARLIAMENT, PEOPLE ON THE CANADIAN PRAIRIE ARE NOT PREOCCUPIED 
WITH THIS ISSUE. THEY THINK CANADA SHOULD STAY TOGETHER BUT 
HOW IS ANOTHER QUESTION. PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU HAS GAINED 

IN POPULARITY OVER THE ISSUE, BUT PRAIRIE LIBERALS HAVE 
NOT SHARED IN THIS WINDFALL. END SUMMARY. 

2. SO PAR, LAST WEEK'S PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON NATIONAL UNITY 
HAS NOT SPARKED MUCH INTEREST HEREABOUTS. THE PRESS GAVE THE 
ISSUE LEAD COVERAGE WHEN IT OPENED, BUT LOCAL POLITICAL LEADERS 
HAVE NOT EXPRESSED APPROBATION OR OPPOSITION EITHER TO TRUDEAU'S 
APPROACH OR TO CLARK'S OR BROADBENT'S CRITICISM OP 

IT. IN A BLAND EDITORIAL, WINNIPEG FREE PRESS COMMENTED: 

ONE THING THAT THE TASK PORCE MAY ACCOMPLISH IS TO BROADEN THE 
PRESENT DIALOGUE FROM ONE BETWEEN QUEBEC CITY AND OTTAWA TO 
ONE BETWEEN QUEBEC AND THE OTHER NINE PROVINCES. IF IT CAN DO 
THIS, IT WILL HAVE ACCOMPLISHED MUCH.' 
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3. THIS ABSENCE OF COMPELLING INTEREST IS NOT PARTICULARLY 
SURPRISING. THINGS THAT HAPPEN IN OTTAWA DON'T OFTEN GRAB 
AND HOLD FOR LONG THE INTEREST OF PRAIRIE FOLK- ESPECIALLY 
AT THIS TIME OF YEAR. IT'S SUMMER, AND THE PURSUIT OF PURE 
ENJOYMENT AT THE LAKE OR ON THE GOLF COURSE IS MORE GRIPPING. 
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4. THOSE WHO ARE CONCERNED ABOUT CANADIAN UNITY PROBABLY 
FELT THEY DID THEIR BIT THE WEEK BEFORE FOR CANADA DAY 
ACTIVITIES. EVEN THOSE MANIFESTATIONS SEEMED LESS THAN 
WHOLE-HEARTED. IN WINNIPEG, ETHNIC GROUPS HIGH-LIGHTING 
MANITOBA'S MULTICULTURAL MIX PERFORMED BEFORE SPARSE 
CROWDS ON THE LEGISLATIVE BUILDING GROUNDS. ACCORDING TO 
REPORTS FROM SASKATCHEWAN, THERE WAS A SIMILAR COMMEMORATION 
IN REGINA WHICH DREW LARGER CROWDS. IN THE NORTHERN MINING 
TOWN OF FLIN FLON (ON MANITOBA-SASKATCHEWAN BORDER), ABOUT 
10,000 PEOPLE TURNED OUT FOR THE ANNUAL TROUT FESTIVAL AND 

FOR HUDSON BAY MINING AND SMELTING COMPANY'S GOLDEN 
ANNIVERSARY. THE UNITY QUESTION WAS ONLY INCIDENTAL. A SPEAKER 
FROM REGINA REPRESENTING THE COMMITTEE FOR CANADIAN UNITY HELD 
FORTH FOR A FEW MINUTES WHICH BROUGHT POLITE APPLAUSE FROM 
THOSE GATHERED BEFORE THEY RETURNED THEIR ATTENTION THE 
CANOE RACES. 

5. IN SHORT, PEOPLE ON THE PRAIRIES STILL ARE NOT SEIZED BY 
THE PROBLEM OF NATIONAL UNITY. THEY SEEM TO THINK IT HAS 
LITTLE IMMEDIATE IMPACT ON THEM. EVEN IN WINNIPEG, WITH ITS 
LARGE FRANCO-MANITOBAN COMMUNITY IN ST BONIFACE, IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO FIND MUCH CONCERN. 

6. WHEN ASKED, MOST PEOPLE SAY CANADA SHOULD STAY TOGETHER, 

BUT THEY DON'T HAVE A CLUE HOW TO GO ABOUT IT. ON THE POSITIVE 
SIDE, WE DO HEAR LESS FREQUENTLY THAN LAST YEAR DURING THE 
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AIR TRAFFICE CONTROL STRIKE ABOUT LETTING QUEBECKERS GO THEIR 
OWN WAY. 

7. AMONG LEADERS ON THE PRAIRIES, MANY AGREE WITH THE LOW-KEY 
APPROACH OF MANITOBA PREMIER ED SCHREYER. WHILE FRONTING A 
STRONG FEDERALIST LINE, HE HAS SHOWN THAT MANITOBA IS WILLING 
TO COOPERATE WITH QUEBEC IN STRICTLY LIMITED SPHERES SUCH AS 
CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGES (SEE WINNIPEG A-7). SCHREYER 
BELIEVES THAT 'TO TURN OUR BACKS ON THEM WOULD ONLY GIVE ADDED 
MOMENTUM TO THEIR IMPLIED SUGGESTION THAT THEY DON'T HAVE 
MUCH IN COMMON WITH US ANYWAY.' 

8. SIMILAR FEDERALIST SENTIMENTS PREVAIL IN SASKATCHEWAN. 

THE PROVINCE'S DEPUTY PREMIER RECENTLY PUT IT THIS WAY: 

'FOR THE WEST, SEPARATION IS NOT AN OPTION. WE BELIEVE 

THERE IS A BETTER IDEA THAN THAT. WE BELIEVE WE CAN WORK 

OUT A FAIRER DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS, WHEREBY WE HAVE A 

STRONG CENTRALIST GOVERNMENT IN THOSE AREAS OF NATIONAL 

CONCERN, LIKE ECONOMIC POLICY, AND STRONG PROVINCIAL 

GOVERNMENTS IN THOSE AREAS OF PROVINCIAL CONCERN-LIKE LANGUAGE 

AND CULTURE, RESOURCES AND COMMUNICATIONS.' 
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9. AS A POLITICAL ISSUE, THE UNITY QUESTION HAS CLEARLY 
HELPED MR. TRUDEA IN THIS PART OF THE PRAIRIES. LITTLE 

IS HEARD OF JOE CLARK THESE DAYS, AND EXCEPT FOR HIS RECENT 
NDP CONVENTIONEERING IN WINNIPEG, ED BROADBENT REMAINS AN 
UNKNOWN QUANTITY. REGARDLESS OF THE STATE OF THE ECONOMY, 

AND THE FEELING OE WESTERN ALIENATION, TRUDEAU IS SEEN AS THE ONLY 
MAN TO LEAD CANADA THROUGH ITS TIME OE TROUBLES. WHETHER 
THAT PERCEPTION WILL TRANSLATE INTO AN INCREASED NUMBER OF 
LIBERAL MP'S FROM THE PRAIRIES IS DOUBTFUL. 

10. FOR CERTAIN, ANY RESURGENT TRUDEAU POPULARITY HAS NOT 
BENEFITED PROVINCIAL LIBERALS. WITH ONLY THREE SEATS IN 
THE MANITOBA LEGISLATURE, THEY'LL BE HARD PRESSED TO 
CONVINCE THOSE WHO WANT A CHANGE IN THE NDP GOVERNMENT THAT 
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A VOTE EOR A LIBERAL IS NOT WASTED. IN SASKATCHEWAN, WITH 
THE RECENT CONVERSION TO TORY RANKS OF THE SON OF THE LAST LIBERAL 
PREMIER (ROSS THATCHER). THE PARTY HAS LOST ITS STATUS AS 
OEFICIAL OPPOSITION . THERE, TOO, MANY VOTERS SEE THE 
RECHARGED TORIES AS THE ONLY VIALBE ALTERNATIVE TO ANOTHER 
EOUR YEARS OE NDP GOVERNMENT. 

1 1 . AT THIS POINT, IN SPITE OF IMPASSIONED APPEALS FROM AFAR 

FOR CANADIANS TO OPEN THEIR HEARTS AND MINDS TO THE CONCERNS OF 
QUEBECKERS, IT JUST HASN'T HAPPENED. PERHAPS THE ATTENTION 
OF PRAIRIE PEOPLE HAS BEEN GOTTEN, BUT NATIONAL UNITY STILL 
IS NOT A PREOCCUPATION BY A LONG SHOT. MOST PEOPLE SIMPLY 
WISH THE WHOLE PROBLEM WOULD GO AWAY. 

HUTSON 
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